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maintained by their father and grandfather. Theii father
died while they were still boys, and by the time that they
were grown up their second cousin, Lorenzo the Magnificent,
had created for himself and his branch of the family a posi-
tion in Italy of such weight and importance that it resembled
that of a sovereign ruler, he was entertaining as an equal
the rulers of other states, his children were making exalted
marriages, and the whole life of the elder branch was quite
different from that of the younger. All this created much
jealousy in the minds of the younger branch, \\ ho found them-
selves occupying a very inferior position to their cousins, and
they consequently began to exhibit a marked coldness towards
the latter. It was in order to allay this feeling that Lorenzo
the Magnificent brought about the engagement of his daugh-
ter Maria to Giovanni, the younger of the two brothers, but
this match was unfortunately prevented from taking place
owing to her death in 1487. Lorenzo the Magnificent, how-
ever, managed to keep this jealousy from growing stronger
so long as he lived, and it did not come to a head until after
his death in 1492. Nor did the younger branch fail to par-
ticipate to some extent in the general exaltation of the family.
For in January 1493 we find Isabella d'Este, Marchioness of
Mantua, in a letter to her sister Beatrice, mentioning Lorenzo,
son of Pier Francesco, as one of the four sponsors of her
lately-born daughter; and saying that his brother Giovanni
had come to Mantua to represent Lorenzo at the baptism of
the child.

Soon after this the two brothers became so incensed against
their cousin Pietro the Unfortunate that the jealousy they
had long nourished against the elder branch was no longer
restrained, and they became, as already noted, chiefly in-
strumental in rousing the ill feeling against him which cul-
minated in the banishment of the elder branch in 1494; we
are told that it was principally owing to their representations
that Charles VIII turned aside from Pisa, and instead of
taking the coast road thence to Rome, advanced upon Flor-